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CC WORK S
A Word
From the
CEO...

Vincent W. Colonno
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Welcome to another edition of Catholic
Charities Works! As the days get longer
and the weather gets nicer, our thoughts
here at Catholic Charities are turning to
summer. This summer we’ll be helping
children and families in Oneonta have a
nutritious lunch, which can be a challenge
for families who rely on school lunch
programs when school is in session; we’ll
also be helping low-income kids have
a memorable summer at Camp Scully
and Sunnyside; and assisting our seniors
with meals on wheels and other valuable
programs. Though vacation time for many
is fast approaching, we’ll be working hard
all summer to serve the people who need
our help – and that happens thanks to
your volunteer efforts and thoughtful
donations!

the services they need; and welcomes St.
John’s / St. Ann’s Center into our family
of programs. There’s an interview with
Kirsten Keefe, Esq., a member of our
board, as well as the Development Corner,
upcoming events, and much more. This
year we’re getting ready to celebrate our
100th anniversary in 2017, an important
milestone for our organization. Stay tuned
for more information on ways to get
involved with this historic anniversary as
we approach 2017!

This issue of CC Works will highlight
our new Ombudsman program, which
helps ensure the best care for seniors in
long-term care facilities; it highlights
the Albany Law Enforcement Assisted
Diversion program, helping get people

Take Care,

The best part of being involved with
Catholic Charities is knowing how much
the work we do, together, helps people
in need right here in our communities.
Thank you for your caring involvement
and I hope you have a happy and healthy
summer for you and your loved ones.
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Night at the Museum is fast
approaching! Visit www.ccrcda.org
for ticket information to the year’s
best party at the State Museum.

Bishop Edward Scharfenberger serves lunch at St.
John’s / St. Ann’s Welcome Table – read more about
the Center on page 3.

Congratulations to Catholic
Charities Disabilities Services
on the recent “Top Workplace”
award by the Times Union!

Board Member
Profile
By Mary Pat Hickey

Kirsten Keefe has always
worked in non-profits. Since
growing up outside of Troy and
attending Sacred Heart Middle
School, the Academy of the Holy
Names, and the College of the
Holy Cross, her journey has taken
her to areas with some of the
neediest among us.
Kirsten worked for the Epilepsy
Foundation of Greater Chicago for
Kirsten Keefe
a year after her college graduation,
before serving in the US Peace Corps in Thailand teaching
English and AIDS education.
Kirsten had also worked in England as a live-in assistant for a
woman with cerebral palsy during college which led Kirsten to
think about a career in disability law. When she returned to the
US, Temple University Law School in Philadelphia was Kirsten’s
next stop. As a newly-minted lawyer, Kirsten got a job in the
foreclosure unit in Community Legal Services in Philadelphia,
helping low income homeowners. That was at a time when
subprime mortgage lending was really taking off and though her
intent was to do disability law, Kirsten got hooked on consumer
law.
One of her most cherished trips was to Calcutta, India, a
place she had visited while in the Peace Corps. She had wanted
to spend a month working with Mother Teresa, but hours after
buying her plane ticket, Kirsten learned that she had just died.
So instead of working with her, Kirsten attended Mother Teresa’s
funeral….an experience and an honor she will never forget. She
stayed on to work with the Missionaries of Charity for the next
few weeks, with volunteers from around the world.
Kirsten moved back to the Capital Region in 2003 and
has continued working on subprime mortgage lending and
foreclosure issues with the Empire Justice Center. She joined the
board of Catholic Charities in 2014 and has served as Secretary
since 2015.
Kirsten loves the “Caring Beyond Belief ” Catholic Charities
tagline, “because it really sums up what our agencies, staff,
and volunteers do day in and day out for people.” She has been
impressed by all of the CC agencies she has learned about or
had a chance to visit, with all staff members she has been able to
meet, as well as by how committed board members are to CC
and its mission. Unless there is a real change in the economic
structure of America, Kirsten fears the demand for our services
will only grow and begin to include those who in the past would
have been considered middle class.
Kirsten believes that Catholic Charities is on a good and strong
path right now, and she prays for continued good leadership and
the wonderful support CC receives. Personally, Kirsten appears
to be in that same place as she prepares for her August wedding
to Douglas Baehm. We wish them the very best!
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LEAD Program
Launches in Albany

Than
Cath
St. J

By Eileen Spath

“I believe this has the potential to transform the way the City of Albany
addresses homelessness, poverty, drug use and mental illness,” said Keith
Brown, former Executive Director of Catholic Charities Care Coordination,
when discussing LEAD.
On April 1st, the City of Albany implemented its new Law Enforcement
Assisted Diversion (LEAD) Program, allowing officers to choose to divert
low-level offenders away from the criminal justice system and towards
social service providers. Instead of facing criminal charges, LEAD
participants are given a case manager who works to get them the social
service help they need in areas ranging from housing to mental health
treatment.
Brown played an active role in bringing the program to Albany,
coordinating with the Albany Police Department and helping to secure
Medicaid funding for the program. Catholic Charities is also taking an
active role, accepting diversions directly from the APD and providing
valuable case management for the participants.
In describing the program, Brown explained that case managers
create a care plan for each person diverted and begin advocating for
different services. LEAD participants are identified by the Albany Police
Department. Using their judgement, an officer may feel an individual
picked up for a low-level, non-violent offense would be best served by
getting case management help – for addictions, homelessness, social
services, etc. – rather
than the alternative of the
criminal justice system.
In the case where a
business or individual
has been the victim of an
offense (say, shoplifting),
the victim has to agree
to the plan of diversion
before it can be carried
out.
Ideally, diverted
participants would have immediate access to services, but that is not always
the case. When services are not available, explains Keith, Catholic Charities
case managers are “aggressive in keeping people engaged.” By staying
engaged, case managers can make sure people are getting help once services
and resources are available.
Albany is just the third city in the country to adopt the LEAD program,
but it has already proven successful in its other locations. Seattle, where the
program began, has shown a 58% drop in recidivism - relapse into criminal
behavior - in LEAD participants. Brown hopes to see similar results in the
Albany area. Not only can LEAD help to curb unnecessary incarceration
in Albany, but it also serves as an example for other cities nationwide
looking to do the same.
Keith Brown, former director of Catholic Charities Care Coordination
Services, is now the Project Director for the Albany LEAD Program, working
to implement LEAD in Albany and in advocating for diversion programs in
communities throughout the country. We wish Keith well in his new role!
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Catholic Charities
Annual Gathering
More than 300 volunteer board members and staff attended
our 2016 Annual Gathering in May!

Laetitia Rhatigan

Laetitia Rhatigan has
been a donor of Catholic
Charities for more than
twenty years and a
supporter for even longer
than that. She first became
involved with Catholic
Charities when she worked
for the Community
Maternity Services agency,
helping to open programs
Laetitia Rhatigan
in Herkimer, Warren,
and Washington Counties. Today, Laetitia works for
the Diocese of Albany but she hasn’t forgotten her
commitment to Catholic Charities. Each year she
makes a modest donation to our mission, to take part
in the good work happening close to home.
“I support Catholic Charities because I see it as
an extension of my own ability to serve the needy
– you can’t get there on the spot to serve, but you
can do it through Catholic Charities. When there
is something that you can support, I don’t hesitate.
I appreciate their work in the realm of social
justice, to support and advocate for the needy, and
I’ve seen firsthand what happens with [donated]
money. I know there isn’t a whole lot that goes to
administrative [costs]… I’m totally committed
to the work as an extension of my own need to
serve.”
-Laetitia Rhatigan
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On behalf of all those who benefit from Laetitia’s
commitment, we are grateful for her and the many
donors like her who support our mission!
You can make an online gift at www.ccrcda.org

Welcome, Kate!
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We are very pleased to
welcome Kate Qualters, our
new Development Director!
Kate joined Catholic Charities
in February and has previously
worked in fundraising at
Excelsior College, Albany
Medical Center, and Union
Graduate College. Drop
Kate a line to say hi at
kate.qualters@rcda.org or by
calling (518) 453-6650.
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Donor Profile:
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Kate Qualters
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